
Midland County Democrats Meeting Minutes
July 17, 2019

Vice-Chair Jill Crissman, standing in for Chair Bryan Fisher, called the meeting to order at 7:00 
pm.  Linda Barth made a motion that we could set aside the regular order of the meeting so that 
we can hear from our guest speaker, Chloe Updegraf. Claudia Warren seconded. Motion car-
ried.

Chloe Updegraf.  Chloe works for the Great Lakes Bay Regional Census Hub. The purpose of 
the Great Lakes Bay Regional Census Hub is to make sure that people in hard to reach demo-
graphics get a chance to vote and that every vote is counted. Nonprofits and the state of Michi-
gan are concerned that single moms with kids, minorities, transient populations such as stu-
dents and homeless people will not be counted and the state will lose money for services. Tran-
sient, homeless people and housing insecure people sometimes are not counted and they use 
the services funded by the Census Data.

The budget of the Census Bureau has had some steep budget cuts. There will not be enough 
money for census offices and census workers. There will not be as many door to door census 
workers making sure every person is counted.  The census can be completed online but many 
people do not have internet access, cell phones, computers and could be missed in the census 
count. 

When people living in a given state are not counted in the US census, the state loses money. In 
Michigan, $1800 per person per year is lost to the state when a person is NOT counted in the 
census. Multiply that amount by the 10 years until the next census and that amount will be the 
loss incurred by Michigan for services and programs.

The data from the census will be used to distribute money for social safety nets: free and re-
duced lunch, public education roads and highways, WIC. The number of representatives for ev-
ery state is also based on the census data. It is very important that the Census Bureau have an 
accurate count of the number of people living in the United States.

The citizenship question has caused a lot of confusion. The Supreme Court ruled that the ques-
tion should not be added to the 2020 census survey. Immigrants and people of color will be un-
comfortable with that question. If we get an undercount in our region, we will loose money. A 1%
undercount in our state will mean a billion dollars in federal revenue. Midland County currently 
gets 120 million dollars. The revenue from the federal government could be slashed. 

When does the census take place??  The census takes place from March to the end of July, 
2020. Chloe’s group will be looking for voters from now until July 2020.

What if people throw away their initial mailer with the unique identifier?  Contact the census bu-
reau online.How long does it take to fill out the census form?  Generally, about 10 minutes. 

If you have questions or suggestions of ways Chloe can reach citizens who may not  be counted
for the census, please contact Chloe Updegraff. 



Meeting Minutes. Linda Barth made a motion to approve the meeting minutes from May, 2019. 
Sue LeBeof seconded. All were in favor. Minutes were approved.

Officers Report.

Fund Raising Report. Jill reported that the first wave of fund raising letter was successful, the 
second wave was not very productive and we are canceling the third wave for right now.

County Fair Booth. Jill passed around the volunteer sign up sheet. We have a team of volun-
teers to set up the booth on Saturday, August 10. The fair runs Sunday through Saturday, Au-
gust 11-17. 

Report on the Memorial Day Parade. Approximately 15 people walked in the parade. We 
spent a lot on candy, $250 and distributed it between the two parades, the Midland Parade and 
the Sanford Parade. The crowd response was positive.

Bay City Pride Festival.  Bryan and Natasha Fisher went over to represent the Dem Party and 
mingle with the festival goers. They managed to have a few people sign up for memberships in 
the Midland Dems.

Picnic. The picnic was well attended. The food was plentiful and delicious. Mark Brewer was 
the speaker and shared with us his experience with the gerrymandering decision delivered by 
the US Supreme Court. 

Presidential Candidate Debate Watch. Midland County Dems will host an evening debate 
watch at the Steelworkers Union Hall for both debates, July 30 and July 31 from 7:30- 
10. Bring your friends, bring your snacks. We do need a few volunteers for clean up.

Day of Action. On Wednesday, July 31 and Saturday, August 24, Midland Dems will do some 
phone banking and sign up people for permanent absent voting. Once on the permanent absen-
tee voting list, voters will be sent a ballot and will get phone calls to remind them to vote.

New Business.

Should we start the meeting at 6:30? We discussed the meeting start time. There is no real 
consensus on any changes, so we tabled this issue.

Candidate Recruitment. Bryan is looking into finding solid, qualified candidates to run for of-
fices in Midland County.

Adjournment. Linda Barth made a motion to adjourn. Claudia Warren seconded. The meeting 
was adjourned at 8:30. 

Submitted by Claudia Warren, Recording Secretary.


