
Midland County Democrats Meeting 
February 19, 2020 

Call to Order.  Vice Chair Jill Haver-Crissman called the meeting to order at 7 pm. 

Request to Deviate. Jill made a request to deviate from the usual order of business so we  
may hear from Elizabeth Welch as well as Sarah Schultz.  Phil Sarnecke moved. Claudia 
Warren seconded. The request to deviate was approved. 

Elizabeth Welch is running for the Michigan Supreme Court. Those seven judges are the 
third branch of government and very important to running the state. Elizabeth has been a 
lawyer for 25 years. Elizabeth works  as an employment law lawyer. She has been on the 
school board and is a strong advocate for public education and has worked on school policy 
issues. She has worked with the League of Conservation Voters. Elizabeth was asked by 
one of the justices (Chief Justice Mary McCormack) to run for the Michigan Supreme 
Court. Trump is stacking the courts with Trump appointees in the Federal courts. Elizabeth 
feels compelled to run for the Michigan Supreme Court to bring some balance to the 
courts.  Proposal 2 will probably go before the Michigan Supreme Court. Elizabeth would be 
the fourth Democrat on the Supreme Court and would flip the Court in favor of the 
Democrats. WelchforJustice.com 

Sarah Schultz.  Sarah is running for the 98th Congressional District, a seat in the 
Michigan House of Representatives. Why is Sarah running?  1. When your community asks 
you to run, you have to say yes. 2. When Sarah heard that Garry Glenn said, “I don’t know 
why they came to see me, they know I will never change my mind.” in response to a visit 
from constituents,  it seemed so undemocratic to Sarah that she had to run against him.  
3. Because there is good in the world and it needs to be fought for. Sarah urges us to 
remember that we have a Democratic governor, Secretary of State and AG; PLUS all the 
progressive ballot proposals on the ballot passed in 2018. We need to remember the 
shadow over our country right now. We need to use our best magic to work to help get 
Sarah elected and change to 98th district. Sarah is getting much more support from the 
state Democratic Party. They see this as a flip-able district. She has also heard from 
groups like Rust Belt Rising. sarah4mi.org.  

Minutes. January minutes were distributed and read over. Cindy Weir moved to accept 
the minutes. Phil Sarnecke seconded. All were in favor of approving the minutes.  

Treasurer’s Report. Linda Barth passed on the numbers for the A account and the C 
account to Claudia Warren, who wrote them down and then lost them. Linda will report 
next month. 

http://sarah4mi.org


Euchre Tournament. The euchre tournament  was a big success. There was a lot of 
laughter and talking in the room. Donations totaled $265 in cash and $150 dollars in food 
items.  

Volunteer Training.  

Midland Daily News Town Hall. We would like to have a Town Hall with Congressman John 
Moolenaar, but he will never agree to a town hall, so we will ask him Town Hall question in 
the Midland Daily News.  

Dylan Hellis from Governor Whitmer’s Office. On the road funding plan: the legislature 
is not cooperative. Last year it would take 2.5 billion to fix the road, this year it is 3.5 
billion dollars. Gretchen made an executive order to raise the 3.5 billion dollars in bond 
money to get started on fixing strategic roads such as I-75, I-96 and the M roads. The 
legislature really dragged its feet, opposed all the Democratic proposals to raise money, 
and that is why Gretchen went with an executive order. In addition,  Gretchen is going to 
focus on the Healthy Moms, Healthy Babies initiative. Michigan has some very high 
numbers of infant mortality and babies born with issues. She would like to extend the 60 
days health coverage for moms and babies and increase that to a year. Gretchen would like 
to put more money into public education, Great Start, and early intervention programs.  
Gretchen is going to work on environmental issues: shorelines washing into the lakes, clean 
water. The legislature continues to drag its feet, and Gretchen did manage to force a 
compromise. Public safety, roads and water are essential functions of government and this 
legislature seems incapable of raising revenue for basic functions.  

Office update.  Sarah invited the Dems and Sarah supporters to use the office for 
meetings and events. the office is there and we might as well use it. 

Deadlines for partisan offices. 

Good and Welfare. 

Linda Seimsen. Elizabeth Warren rally. This is basically a party for people who are not 
Trump supporters. March 1 from 7-9.   

4th Congressional District Meeting March 1, 2020. Dawn Levy has called for a 4th District 
meeting on Sunday, March 1st in Mt Pleasant.  



Adjournment. Claudia Warren made a motion to adjourn. Seconded. all in favor. Meeting 
adjourned at 8:35 pm.  


